








Alumni

To learn more about the faculty 
members and to read their biographies 
visit: sva.edu/mpsfilmdirecting/faculty.

Bob Giraldi
chair, MPS Film Directing; 
president, film director, 
Giraldi Media

Merle Augustin 
director, producer 
 
Christina Kallas  
filmmaker, screenwriter 

Laurence Kardish 
film curator  

Sean Mannion  
editor, producer

Cailin McFadden 
filmmaker, producer 

Alistair McMeekin 
filmmaker, editor

Natasha Soto-Albors 
actor, screenwriter, producer

N
otable

Faculty

This program has been 
the best thing I’ve 

chosen to do in my life. I’m 
glad to have met the chair 
and the wonderful faculty 
here. I learned a lot.”

—Miguel J. Soliman (MPS 2017)

Amanda Alvich  
MPS 2017; producer, 
Paramount; formerly 
producer and editor, 
BuzzFeed; director of  
a 2018 Coca-Cola 
Regal Films program  
contest finalist

Nadia Bedzhanova
MPS 2012; director; 
photographer; clients  
include Vogue Russia,  
Dazed and Metal

Ed Cabán
MPS 2011; filmmaker; faculty, 
St. John’s University; media 
arts teacher, All Hallows High 
School, New York

Alon Gelnik
MPS 2014; video editor,  
Vice Media

Rebecca Halfon  
MPS 2018; director of the 
short film Bodega, which 
screened at SXSW, online 
on Short of the Week, was 
licensed by Air Canada  
and is a Vimeo Staff Pick

Dawn Han
MPS 2015; director/producer; 
director of the  
award-winning film  
Cork Man

Ji Hyun Kim
MPS 2016; producer  
and director, Curieyes

David Munz-Maire
MPS 2014; producer; 
director; head of AireBedd 
Productions; writer/director 
of the award-winning short 
Chateau Sauvignon: Terroir

Pam Nasr  
MPS 2018; director of 
content strategy, Brooklyn 
Women’s Film Festival; 
model, Vogue; director; 
sought-after fashion and  
set stylist

Miguel J. Soliman  
MPS 2017; features 
programmer, New York  
Latino Film Festival; writer/
director of award-winning 
film Desde el Principio, 
distributed by HBO

Katie Staab
MPS 2012; freelance  
writer/creative 
development; formerly 
head of video production, 
Talent Inc. Worldwide; 
video producer, Facebook 
Live; writer/producer, 
People Now magazine

Alcee H. Walker
MPS 2015; writer/director 
of the award-winning film 
Inferno, which won a jury 
award from the Directors 
Guild of America Student 
Film Awards

PREVIOUS SPREAD: On the set of Siren, 
directed by chair Bob Giraldi and the  
MPS Film Directing students.
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Danny Aiello
actor

Lily Baldwin
writer, director

Alexander Dinelaris
writer, producer, director

Stuart Dryburgh
cinematographer

Nicolás Giacobone
writer

Denis Hamill
writer

Russell Hollander
national executive director, 
Directors Guild of America

Alex Lasarenko
composer

Doug LeClaire
director, Asbury Shorts 
festival

Barry Markowitz
director of photography

Beth Melsky
casting director

Eva Minemar
producer

Fred Murphy
director of photography

Chris Newman
sound engineer

Calliope Nicholas
director, FilmColumbia 
festival

Richard Pepperman
editor

John Rivoli
designer

Gillian Robespierre
writer, director

Sofia Sondervan
producer

Bruce Van Dusen
director

Tim Van Patten
director, actor

Christopher Walters
director of photography

Lecturers

Below is just a 
sample of guest 
lecturers who have 
spoken with our 
students.

Application 
Process
APPLICATION REQUIREMENTS
For a full list of application requirements and detailed instructions, visit:  
sva.edu/grad/howtoapply

   � Online Application and $80 Application Fee: sva.edu/apply

DEADLINES
For information on application deadlines, visit: sva.edu/grad/timeline

IMPORTANT LINKS
   � FAQ: sva.edu/grad/faq
   � International students: sva.edu/grad/intl
   � Tuition and fees: sva.edu/tuition
   � Visit SVA: sva.edu/grad/visit
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We encourage applicants to visit our department. Contact us 
directly to schedule a department tour or sign up to attend an 
Information Session. For more information and to register,  
go to: sva.edu/grad/visit.

If you have any questions about the application process, 
contact Graduate Admissions at 212.592.2107 or email:  
gradadmissions@sva.edu.

Bob Giraldi, chair
Cailin McFadden, director of operations

Tel: 212.592.2705
Email: directing@sva.edu
Site: sva.edu/mpsfilmdirecting

instagram.com/svafilmdirecting
vimeo.com/svafilmdirecting

Contact U
s 

Personally,  
I’m very happy 
that I enrolled in 

this program. I never would 
have made a film on my own 

without the structure, resources and guidance 
I was given by everyone at SVA. I’ll be leaving 
here feeling confident that I can write, direct 
and produce more films on my own. I got 
exactly what I wanted out of this program.”

—Rebecca Halfon (MPS 2018)

ACCREDITATION 
The School of Visual Arts has been authorized by the 

New York State Board of Regents (www.highered.

nysed.gov) to confer the degree of Bachelor of Fine 

Arts on graduates of programs in Advertising; 

Animation; Comics; Computer Art, Computer 

Animation and Visual Effects; Design; Film; Fine Arts; 

Illustration; Interior Design; Photography and Video; 

Visual and Critical Studies; and to confer the degree of 

Master of Arts on graduates of programs in Art 

Education; Curatorial Practice; Design Research, 

Writing and Criticism; and to confer the degree of 

Master of Arts in Teaching on graduates of the 

program in Art Education; and to confer the degree of 

Master of Fine Arts on graduates of programs in Art 

Practice; Computer Arts; Design; Design for Social 

Innovation; Fine Arts; Illustration as Visual Essay; 

Interaction Design; Photography, Video and Related 

Media; Products of Design; Social Documentary Film; 

Visual Narrative; and to confer the degree of Master of 

Professional Studies on graduates of programs in Art 

Therapy; Branding; Digital Photography; Directing; 

Fashion Photography. 

The School of Visual Arts is accredited by the 

Middle States Commission on Higher Education 

(msche.org), 1007 North Orange Street, 4th Floor, MB 

#166, Wilmington, DE 19801, 267-284-5011. The 

Commission on Higher Education is an institutional 

accrediting agency recognized by the U.S. Secretary of 

Education and the Council on Higher Education 

Accreditation.

The Interior Design program leading to the 

Bachelor of Fine Arts in Interior Design is accredited 

by the Council for Interior Design Accreditation 

(accredit-id.org), 206 Grandville Avenue, Suite 305, 

Grand Rapids, MI, 49503-4014.

The School of Visual Arts’ Department of Art 

Education is a member in good standing of the 

Association for Advancing Quality in Educator 

Preparation (AAQEP), a national accrediting 

organization recognized by the Council for Higher 

Education Accreditation (CHEA). 

The School of Visual Arts’ Department of Art 

Education is currently pursuing accreditation of its 

educator preparation programs under the AAQEP 

standards with an anticipated quality assurance 

review in fall 2023. Pursuant to Section 52.21 of the 

Regulations of the Commissioner of Education, the 

educator preparation programs offered by the School 

of Visual Arts are therefore considered to be 

continuously accredited for purposes of meeting the 

New York State requirement that all such programs 

maintain continuous accreditation. 

The School of Visual Arts’ Master of Arts in 

Teaching in Art Education program was previously 

accredited by the Council for the Accreditation of 

Educator Preparation (CAEP). 

The MPS Art Therapy program is accredited by the 

Commission on Accreditation of Allied Health 

Education Programs (www.caahep.org) upon the 

recommendation of the Accreditation Council for Art 

Therapy Education. Commission on Accreditation of 

Allied Health Education Programs, 25400 US Hwy 

19N, Suite 158, Clearwater, FL 33763, 727-210-2350. 

The program meets all educational requirements for 

licensure in New York State as a Creative Arts 

Therapist (LCAT) and Registered Art Therapist (ATR) 

with the Art Therapy Credentials Board (ATCB).

CREDITS
© 2023, Visual Arts Press, Ltd.
Executive creative director: 
Anthony P. Rhodes
Creative director: Gail Anderson 
Design director: Brian E. Smith
Design: Anthony Carhuayo
Editorial: Laura Valenza, Abby Kreh,  
Joanna Citrinbaum Zerlin
Case study writer: Ann C. Collins

The School of Visual Arts does not discriminate on 

the basis of gender, race, color, creed, disability, age, 

sexual orientation, marital status, national origin or 

other legally protected statuses.

The College reserves the right to make changes  

from time to time affecting policies, fees, curricula 

and other matters announced in this or any other 

publication. Statements in this and other publications 

do not constitute a contract.

COVER: On the set of Katy-May Hudson’s short film Pete’s Valve.
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209 East 23rd Street, NYC
sva.edu/grad

School of 
Visual Arts


